The management of neuromuscular ventilatory failure.
All patients with respiratory impairment have either primarily ventilatory or primarily oxygenation impairment. Patients with neuromuscular conditions fall into the former category but are all too often managed as though they had the latter with oxygen therapy, bronchodilators, chest physical therapy, intermittent positive pressure breathing, and so on. This approach can only hasten respiratory failure and management by tracheostomy-However, it has been reported that with the use of noninvasive respiratory muscle aids, respiratory morbidity and mortality can be prevented for most patients with neuromuscular disease without resort to tracheostomy or even hospitalization.